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• Term definition and answers to questions

• What are docs-as-code?

• Who needs them?

• How do you implement them?

• Is there an alternative?

• Main involved components

• Advantages & disadvantages

• Process including screenshots from viesure

Agenda
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• Next to a variety of other documentation tools such as

• Word processors (GoogleDocs, MS Word, etc.)

• Authoring systems (FrameMaker, Madcap Flare, etc.)

• Wikis (Altassian Confluence, etc.)

• Markup Code Toolchains (docToolchain, Gatsby, MkDocs, etc.) 
emerged mainly from the software documentation side

docs-as-code 
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Documentation is treated similarly to code

docs-as-code – in short
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• Text files (markup, markdown in contrast to binary formats such as in Adobe 
FrameMaker or Microsoft Word)

• Text editor like Atom or Sublime

• Static site generator, mostly open source such as Sphinx, Jekyll or Hugo

• Storing in a version control system, mostly git

• Collaboration using git (branch, merge, push)

• CI/CD for automating the build of the target files

• Automated tests (link checker, formatting, terminology)

Main components
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„Lazy people“ like me😎

because the computer takes over a lot of tech writer tasks 

and thus gives tech writers time for other tasks

Who needs docs-as-code?
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• Marketing

• C Level, Management

☝they usually prefer fancy PowerPoint slides😉

…and who doesn‘t?
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• Using the same infrastructure & tools as the developers

• Benefiting from the developers‘ process know-how
and making their lives easier in the long run

• Profiting from open source tools

• Just do it💪

How do you implement them?
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• In Atom editor

Markdown file
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Commit in GitLab
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Successful build in GitLab
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Source and target @viesure
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• Time – any time on button click you can produce a new
documentation version in just a few minutes

• Developer friendly > devs don‘t have to leave their IDEs

• Versioning and traceability

• Separation of form and content

• Reusing of contents

• Low price due to open source

docs-as-code - advantages
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• Time investment of people involved – tech writer (team) and one or
two developers

• Depending on the tools used potential additional license costs

• Consultant costs if the knowledge isn‘t available inhouse

• Not suitable for any kind of documentation, but definitely for software
documentation

docs-as-code - disadvantages
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YES J you can choose a all-in-one solution or

simply start with *.asciidoc and ask a developer to do the automation

• for ordinary docs Sphinx or Asciidoctor

• for API documenation redocly (as we do @viesure)

Are there any alternatives?
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• API documentation

• A tool was needed which not only generates documentation
automatically out of the openapi.yaml file, but also offers the
possibility to create additional „handwritten“ documentation and a 
Tryout freature and all this seamlessly displayed on a Developer Portal 
and (technical detail) providing the required Google Apigee 
integration) > redocly

Special case @viesure
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Wiener Städtische Developer Portal

https://developers-sandbox.wienerstaedtische.at/

https://developers.wienerstaedtische.at/

Example
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• Text files – GitHub flavored markdown in combination with React Custom 
Components (solution offered out-of-the-box by redocly)

• Text editor - Atom (locally) or GitLab Web IDE 

• Static site generator – in redocly integrated Gatsby

• Storing in version control system - GitLab

• Collaboration via GitLab (branch, merge, push)

• CI/CD for automating the build of the target files – GitLab & redocly

• Automated tests (link checker, etc.) – GitLab & redocly

Detailed components @viesure
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GitLab @viesure – system files
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Different types of files:
- Portal GUI (system files)
- “Handwritten” content
- Automatically generated docs from 

openapi.yaml



#creatingtomorrow docs-as-code 28.01.2022

GitLab @viesure – additional content
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- api – “handwritten” content
- openapi – automatically generated docs from openapi.yaml
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GitLab @viesure – automatic content

23

- api – “handwritten” docs
- openapi – automatically generated docs from openapi.yaml
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• https://docs-as-co.de/

• https://idratherbewriting.com/learnapidoc/pubapis_docs_as_code.html#what-docs-
as-code-tools-means

• https://www.informatik-aktuell.de/entwicklung/methoden/docs-as-code-die-
grundlagen.html

• https://document360.com/blog/docs-like-code-is-it-worth-the-hassle

• https://www.writethedocs.org/

• https://redoc.ly/

• https://www.heise.de/hintergrund/Documentation-as-Code-mit-Asciidoctor-
4642013.html

Links
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Any questions?
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Thank you so much


